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Socrates Trial and Factors That Influenced his Trial
Socrates was a prominent Greek philosopher, who tried to discover the meaning of human life. His search was so peculiar, radical and counterintuitive that he became widely known throughout the Mediterranean. He was a very charismatic man, and with this nature, he was able to gain admiration particularly from the young men of Athens who flocked to hear him speak. Some were interested in his ascetic habits while some just wanted to learn from him. For close to a half a century, Socrates was allowed to philosophise without challenges on the streets of his hometown. However, things started to turn ugly for the state. The one's glittering city of Athens which was famously known for its physical beauty suffered horribly in foreign wars and civil wars. The state economy crashed and continued deteriorating year in year out. Hunger was experienced and people starved. The political landscape was ruined. Suddenly, Socrates bright ideas and his philosophical ways started to jar and the first democratic court of the state summoned him to the dock (Ober, 2006). Socrates was, perhaps, used as a scapegoat for the state disappointment. This is because, when Athens was feeling strong and prosperous, Socrates was tolerated. However, once enemies outran the city, the democratic rule faced challenges and the officials decided to take a more fundamental ruling.
During the trial, Socrates was charged with corrupting the youths of Athens, inventing new deities and lack of recognizing the Greek gods. Socrates personal beliefs influenced the prosecution. The reason is he believed and embraced the philosophical law whereby the rules and justice were to be upheld. Nobody had the right to commit any injustice or break the law. For instance, when Socrates was offered a chance to escape, he decided that he would rather die than break the philosophical law (Ober, 2006). He states that even if the punishment given to him was unjust, he still would not choose to act unrighteously. He combated the idea of an eye for an eye, and this made the point that nothing can ever justify doing the wrong thing. Socrates had the personal belief that an oracle at Delphi had foreseen a prophecy which said that he was among the wisest men. This prompted Socrates ignorance. He went ahead to say that the state officials, imprisoned him due to him knowing everything that they were not aware of (Nails, 2006). Socrates believed in divination whereby he valued human souls he said that any life that is not examined is not worth living. His main concern was that people were more controlled by earthly pleasures such as reputation, wealth and status, rather than being motivated by the most valuable things, which according to him were justice and wisdom (Ober, 2006). Socrates also had a belief that without him the state would not survive. He used the analogy that he was a gadfly; the state was the horse. His primary responsibility was to keep the state in a way that it would be challenged to change their democratic rules.
The state officials politically influenced Socrates trial and several things had already happened before Socrates was summoned in the courtroom. Meletus of Pitus was Socrates’ chief accuser and he was the son of Meletus who was a poet but surprisingly he was unknown. To charge Socrates, he had to summon him for a preliminary hearing before King Archon who was the relevant magistrate. King Archon had jurisdiction over impiety. Meletus did compose the speech and summoned Socrates, but it was not of importance to summon in writing. Meletus became both the plaintiff and the prosecutor of Socrates case.  There was Political animosity between Socrates and the state officials. It is sometimes said, that some of the men had corrupted political leaders since it was not legal to charge Socrates with the crime of using philosophical dialect to subvert democracy. It was, however, possible to charge him with political disobedience (Ober, 2006). This is because Socrates had not followed the rules the state had outlined. The labels of democracy and oligarchy were ubiquitous and the politics in the late century was experiencing a clash between the broad franchise democrats and the narrow franchise oleograph. The state officials were and they wanted the prosecution to take place (Nails, 2006). Socrates philosophies had become quite famous between the Athens people and the state wanted to avoid an uprising due to his teaching and that is why they had him on trial.
Few of the Greeks in the fiftieth century could write and read. For an average Greek to learn something, it was through hearing what was spoken. Greek culture was based on myths and was transmitted through the use of dialects. What they heard they spread the information and it became a pattern for their life. Tales about the gods and the goddess were told generation after generation. When faced with conflicts or problems, they sought out answers through stories they had heard. Socrates believed in the gods but was skeptical about the Greek gods. His use of dialect in his teaching methods made the gods' stories display many troublesome features, which included contradictions (Nails, 2006). Socrates used this to his advantage by examining the entire basis which concerned the necessary moral order. The state noticed that the Athens tradition was slowly breaking down since the people were starting to raise questions about whether their culture is right. Respect for the tradition and laws were declining (Nails, 2006). The Athenians were becoming familiar with the nature of the universe that did not necessarily involve deities. Chaos was threatening in the Greeks since the change of culture; disregards of the gods were against the state rule. During the trial, there was an undergoing shift in the Greek culture along with the change of their values, ethical orientation and conceptual framework of the Athenian people.
Socrates’ ideas had brought about a significant impact on both western and eastern regions of the Mediterranean. His influence, especially on the Islamic culture was enormous specifically, in the Middle East and North Africa, since they believed that his ideas refreshed and nourished people’s hearts. Socrates preached about the need to discover one’s own individual soul and living in a divine world. He challenged all the leaders of the region and fought for the people through the use of dialect. This made him remarkably famous and he gained a global audience. People were determined to follow his teachings. This seemed to create chaos because with the followers embracing his education, there was a threat of there being no democracy to follow since Socrates was against any democracy and the regions embraced democracy (Ober, 2006). Socrates stated that people were like sheep that needed a shepherd. His teachings, therefore, influenced his trial and conviction because various people across the Mediterranean and beyond found his ideas destabilizing and disturbing.
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